
“The time is urgently now - to see what we can all do as 
climate action activists and leaders in the communities 
in which we live. To generate an emboldened eco-centric 
heart to our faith and community activities, services and 
projects.” 

Mark Ereira-Guyer, Founder Director, Civil Society 
Consulting CIC

Briefing No. 1 – 1/11/2021

That’s why as part of #COP26 and the National Lottery’s ‘Together for Our Planet’ 
we’re setting up a CLIMATE ACTION - Community & Faith Leaders Network designed 
to inspire and develop local climate actions in diverse communities - especially 
with already identified Community Champions as part of the partnership  'Steps to 
Recovery' programme.

First of all, we’re seeking participation across all 
faith communities and the civil society sector, 
getting the views, perspectives and above all, fresh 
climate action ideas to realise in local community 
settings. To establish how best to generate climate 
action projects and activities locally, and tackle 
any identified barriers, we have devised a super-
quick survey. Please register your interest in the 
Network and give us your feedback via the survey 
link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7CVDR9N 

Secondly, the Network is designed to inspire and 
educate leaders from community and faith-based civil 
society organisations on what actions they can take, 
and crucially, how they can co-create and lead on 
community-led initatives where they live. We have a 
modest (and initial) target of 60 community and faith 
leaders joining the Network. Each will be encouraged, 
emboldened and strengthened in taking climate 
action through the network, and through three major 
idea-packed online webinar sessions (in early 2022) 
with key inspiration speakers, providing practical 
examples and showcasing exemplar community-led 
climate action projects. 

Examples of projects include: community garden, food growing and allotment 
initiatives; neighbourhood tree-planting and recycling schemes involving all the 
community; improving or ‘greening’ degraded and often ugly public realm spaces; 
eco-shop and food poverty reduction projects; and much more. Partners will be 
showcasing their climate action work in such diverse areas such as Redcar, Liverpool, 
Manchester, London, Middlesbrough, Rochdale, Peterborough and Bury St Edmunds.

Thirdly, we’ll organise on-site and practical learning designed to further stimulate 
climate action understanding, foster optimistic ideas and on-the-ground partnerships 
between environmental action charities and community leaders. We want to 
especially encourage more rewilding projects and showcase eco-centric initiatives 
allied to improving community cohesion, health and wellbeing. We’re now planning 
with our environmental partners to deliver cost-effective climate action training and 
mentoring for 20-30 community and faith leaders: bringing together leaders from 
ethnically diverse backgrounds, with outdoor eco-activities and learning, nature 
camps and on-site ‘rewilding awaydays’. 

With our environmental partners - nature camps with the Wilderness Foundation 
(Essex, North Wales & Scotland), and on-site guidance on rewilding with Wild Ken Hill 
(Norfolk) and online training with Rewilding Portugal are planned for mid-Spring 2022. 
 

The focus will be on how these can be replicated with lots of shared learning 
opportunities. We plan to then expand the network to 400 leaders from community 
and faith-based civil society organisations by the end of 2022. 

Civil Society Consulting is co-ordinating the Network in partnership with 
Strengthening Faith Institutions, Faiths Forum for London and Faith Network for 
Manchester. Civil Society Consulting is an independent, not-for-profit social 
enterprise – a Community Interest Company.

For more infomration: 

www.civilsocietyconsulting.co.uk            @CivilSocietyCIC

The Network is financially supported by the National Lottery’s Community Fund: 
Together for Our Planet.
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